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SUBJECT: PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT OF OBASANJO VISIT 
REF: (A) STATE 210505, (B) LAGOS 10291. (C) STATE 215058 

1 . DURING VISIT SEPTEMBER 9, MEA AMERICAS DEPARTMENT 
DIRECTOR MUSA PRESENTED EMBOFF WITH DRAFT PRESS 
ANNOUNCEMENT CONTAINING CHANGES DESIRED BY NIGERIANS 
AS FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN TEXT. THE HEAD OF STATE, LT. GENERAL OLUSEGUN 
OBASANJO, HAS ACCEPTED AN INVITATION FROM PRESIDENT 
JIMMY CARTER TO VISIT THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
NEXT MONTH. GENERAL OBASANJO WILL THEREFORE LEAVE 
LAGOS FOR WASHINGTON ON THE 10TH OF OCTOBER TO BEGIN 
A STATE VISIT. 

THE HEAD OF STATE WILL BE ACCOMPANIED ON THE 
VISIT BY SOME MEMBERS OF THE SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL, 

MILITARY GOVERNORS. FEDERAL COMMISSIONERS AND TOP 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. 

THE HEAD OF STATE WILL ALSO VISIT THE UNITED NATIONS 
HEADQUARTERS IN NEW YORK WHERE HE WILL HAVE TALKS WITH 
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL. 

THE VISIT WHICH IS THE FIRST BY A NIGERIAN HEAD 
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OF STATE IS SIGNIFICANT TAKING PL CE AT A TIME WHEN 

NIGERIA AND THE UNITED STATE ENJOY CLOSE RELATIONS. END TEXT. 

2. MUSA STRESSED CHANGES WERE NECESSARY FOR LOCAL MEDIA. 

IT IS CLEAR THAT GON VIEWS "JOINT PRESS RELEASE" AS ONE 
COORDINATED IN TIME OF ISSUANCE AND SUBSTANCE. AS 
SUBSTANCE OF TWO VERSIONS IS COMPATIBLE AND ANY ATTEMPT 
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TO ARRIVE AT IDENTIFICAL WORDING MAY PROVE DIFFICULT AND 
DELAY ISSUANCE BEYOND SEPTEMBER 12, WE STRONGLY URGE 
DEPARTMENT TO AGREE THAT EACH SIDE USE ITS OWN VERSION, 

WHICH IS TAILORED FOR ITS PARTICULAR AUDIENCE. 

3. GON AGREEABLE TO WHITE HOUSE ISSUANCE OF PRESS 
ANNOUNCEMENT AT 1 1:00 A.M. EDT AND WILL RELEASE ANNOUNCE- 
MENT IN LAGOS AT 1600 HOURS LAGOS TIME. 

WYMAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, CHIEF OF STATE VISITS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 09-Sep-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977LAGOS10415 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770327-0361 
Format: TEL 
From: LAGOS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770982/aaaacqxc.tel 

Line Count: 71 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 65539849-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 77 STATE 210505, 77 LAGOS 10291, 77 STATE 215058 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1335533 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT OF OBASANJO VISIT 
TAGS: OVIP, SOPN. US, Nl, (OBASANJO, OLUSEGUN) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/65539849-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



